
COVID-19 Assignment 
 
Goal: Apply concepts from international relations to the COVID-19 epidemic  
 
Due date: April 2 or April 16 at 11:55pm via Moodle 
 
Total word count: 800-1,200 words 
 
Output: Rather than a traditional paper, this assignment will ask you to systematically compare two actors’ responses to 
COVID-19.   
 
For example, you could compare and contrast the US Federal government and the Australian national government’s responses.  
You are welcome to choose actors related to states or non-state actors (ex: WHO, Commonwealth of Virginia, airline company, 
etc).   
 
At least one actor needs to be based outside of the United States of America.   
 
The end product must utilize the chart below and must be readable. Bullet points are appropriate, but citations are required.   
 
Citations: at least 5 (you will likely have more) legitimate sources in APA format.  Include in-text citations and a bibliography 
at the end of the document.   These must be legitimate sources.  No “Bob’s Blog on Political Science.”  For more on how to 
determine what is a reliable source, check out this link from the University of Georgia Library.  If you are uncertain, feel free to 
email your instructor.   
 
Note on APA format: APA is fairly similar to MLA.  The Emory & Henry Library has a guide on how to cite in APA format here.  
You’ll need to include intext citations ex: (Fisher, 2020) as well as a full bibliography.  If you have questions let me know.   
 
Note if you have difficulty submitting this assignment due to the COVID-19 disruptions, please let me know.  I’m going to be 
very flexible.   
  

https://guides.libs.uga.edu/c.php?g=571070&p=3936511
https://libraryguides.ehc.edu/citation-help/APA


 Actor 1 Actor 2 
Type of actor (ex: state, 
subnational actor, NGO, 
etc.)  

  

Facts on the ground (Ex: 
How many confirmed 
cases?  What existing 
resources are there to 
fight an epidemic?   

  

What approach/ 
approaches is this actor 
taking in response to 
COVID-19?  

  

Does this reflect a 
theory of IR (realism, 
liberalism, 
constructivism, etc.) or 
other concepts we’ve 
discussed in class?    
Explain your response. 

  

Pros of this approach 
(15 points) 

  

Cons of this approach  
(15 points) 

  

What is YOUR 
assessment of this 
actor’s response to 
COVID-19? (10 points) 

  

Bibliography (10 
points) 

 

 
 



Rubric  
What’s happening?   
30 points total 
 
25-30 points: provided complete information about the situation at hand, accurate 
and correctly cited information; neat  
 
15-25 points: lacks some pertinent information 
 
0-10 points: little effort to provide information, not legitimate sources 

Type of actor (ex: state, subnational 
actor, NGO, etc)  
Facts on the ground (Ex: How many 
confirmed cases?  What existing 
resources are there to fight an 
epidemic?   
What approach/ approaches is this 
actor taking in response to COVID-
19?  

Applying concepts to current events 
30 points total 
 
25-30 points: correctly applied concepts to the situation at hand, accurate and 
correctly cited information; neat  
 
15-25 points: lacks some analysis  
 
0-10 points: little effort to provide any application of concepts, not legitimate 
sources 

Does this reflect a theory of IR 
(realism, liberalism, constructivism, 
etc.) or other concepts we’ve 
discussed in class?    Explain your 
response. 

Evaluating Policies 
30 points total 
 
10-15 points: provided complete and accurate evaluation of pros and cons for each 
policy & a thoughtful assessment of actors’ responses  
 
5 points: sometimes provides complete and accurate information,  
 
0 points: little effort to provide any evaluation of the policies 

Pros of this approach (15 points) 
Cons of this approach  (15 points) 
What is YOUR assessment of this 
actor’s response to COVID-19? (10 
points)` 

Bibliography in APA format  
At least 5 legitimate sources in APA format  

Bibliography (10 points)  

 


